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Brown and Jackson Public Sector Economics is a foundational concept in understanding how
government policies influence economic activity, resource distribution, and societal welfare. Their
work provides crucial insights into the functioning of public sector economics, emphasizing the
importance of efficient government intervention, fiscal policy, and public goods provision. This article
explores the core principles of Brown and Jackson?s contributions, their relevance in contemporary
economic policy, and how their theories shape public sector decision-making.

Introduction to Brown and Jackson?s Contributions

Public sector economics examines the role of government in the economy, including taxation, public
expenditure, regulation, and the provision of goods and services. Brown and Jackson have been
influential figures in this field, known for their comprehensive analysis of government intervention
and the economic rationale behind public policies.

Their work primarily focuses on:
- Theoretical foundations of government involvement in markets
- The economics of public goods and externalities
- Fiscal policy design and implementation
- Taxation principles and equity considerations

- Public choice theory and government failure

Understanding their perspective offers valuable insights into how public sector decisions can
promote economic efficiency and social equity.

Core Principles of Brown and Jackson Public Sector Economics
1. The Role of Government in the Economy

Brown and Jackson argue that government intervention is justified when markets fail to allocate
resources efficiently or equitably. Market failures may arise from:

- Public goods
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- Externalities
- Information asymmetries
- Market power

In such cases, government action can correct these failures, improve overall welfare, and promote
social justice.

2. Public Goods and Externalities

A significant contribution of Brown and Jackson is their analysis of public goods and externalities:

- Public Goods: Non-excludable and non-rivalrous goods like national defense, clean air, and
public broadcasting. Their provision often requires government funding because private markets
tend to underprovide them.

- Externalities: Costs or benefits not reflected in market prices. For instance, pollution imposes
external costs on society. Brown and Jackson emphasize the importance of internalizing
externalities through taxes, subsidies, or regulation.

3. Taxation and Fiscal Policy

They explore principles of equitable and efficient taxation, including:

- The ability-to-pay principle: Tax burdens should be based on taxpayers' capacity to pay.

- The benefits received principle: Taxes should be linked to the benefits derived from public
services.

- Progressive vs. proportional vs. regressive taxes: Analyzing their impacts on income
distribution.

Brown and Jackson advocate for a balanced fiscal policy that finances public goods while
minimizing economic distortions.

4. Government Failure and Limitations
While recognizing the importance of government intervention, they also warn of potential

government failures, such as:

- Bureaucratic inefficiencies
- Rent-seeking behavior
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- Lack of information and accountability
- Political considerations overriding economic efficiency

Their analysis underscores the need for designing policies that mitigate these failures.

Application of Brown and Jackson?s Theories in Modern Public
Sector Economics

Public Policy Design

Modern policymakers draw on Brown and Jackson?s principles to craft policies that:
- Address market failures effectively
- Promote equitable resource distribution

- Ensure transparency and accountability in public spending

For example, implementing carbon taxes to internalize externalities from pollution aligns with their
emphasis on corrective taxation.

Taxation Systems
Their insights inform debates on tax reforms, such as:
- Moving toward progressive taxation to reduce income inequality
- Simplifying tax codes to improve compliance and reduce avoidance

- Evaluating the economic impacts of different tax structures

Public Goods and Externalities Management

Government provision and regulation of public goods and externalities are central to sustainable
development. Brown and Jackson?s work guides decisions on:

- Infrastructure investment
- Environmental regulation
- Social welfare programs

Critiques and Limitations of Brown and Jackson?s Framework
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While their contributions are substantial, some criticisms include:

- Overemphasis on government intervention possibly leading to inefficiencies
- Underestimating the influence of political economy factors
- Challenges in accurately measuring externalities and public good provision costs

They advocate for continuous evaluation and adaptation of policies to address these issues.

Conclusion: The Relevance of Brown and Jackson in Today?s Public
Sector Economics

Brown and Jackson?s insights remain highly relevant in contemporary economic policy debates. As
governments worldwide grapple with issues like climate change, income inequality, and
technological disruptions, their principles offer valuable guidance. Their emphasis on balancing
market mechanisms with government intervention helps craft policies that aim for both efficiency and
social justice.

In summary, understanding Brown and Jackson public sector economics provides a comprehensive
framework for analyzing government actions, designing effective policies, and ultimately promoting a
more equitable and efficient economy.
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Brown and Jackson Public Sector Economics: An In-Depth Analysis of Their Contributions and
Impact

Introduction

Brown and Jackson Public Sector Economics is a foundational concept that continues to influence
policy formulation, economic analysis, and public administration strategies. Rooted in the principles



Brown And Jackson Public Sector Economics Tutorial Vol. 2021, Issue 11

of government intervention, resource allocation, and fiscal responsibility, this framework offers
insights into how public sector entities manage economic challenges and promote societal welfare.
As governments worldwide grapple with issues ranging from inequality to infrastructure investment,
understanding the core tenets of Brown and Jackson?s approach becomes ever more relevant. This
article explores the origins, core theories, practical applications, and contemporary relevance of
Brown and Jackson Public Sector Economics, providing readers with a comprehensive yet
accessible overview of this influential field.

Origins and Theoretical Foundations
Historical Context

Brown and Jackson?s contributions to public sector economics emerged during a period of
significant economic transformation in the mid-20th century. As governments expanded their roles in
economic stabilization and social welfare, scholars sought to develop frameworks capable of guiding
effective public policy. Their work built upon classical economic theories, integrating insights from
Keynesian economics and public finance to address the unique challenges faced by governments.

Core Principles

At its core, Brown and Jackson?s approach emphasizes:

- Government Intervention: Recognizing that markets alone cannot always ensure equitable or
efficient outcomes, advocating for strategic government involvement.

- Resource Allocation: Ensuring that public funds are allocated effectively to maximize societal
welfare.

- Fiscal Responsibility: Balancing budgets and managing public debt to sustain long-term
economic stability.

- Market Failures and Externalities: Addressing issues like monopolies, public goods, and
external costs that private markets tend to overlook.

Their work laid the groundwork for modern public finance theories, integrating economic efficiency
with social equity considerations.

Key Concepts in Brown and Jackson?s Public Sector Economics
Public Goods and Externalities

One of the pivotal contributions of Brown and Jackson is their analysis of public goods and
externalities:
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- Public Goods: Goods that are non-excludable and non-rivalrous, such as national defense or
clean air, require government provision because private markets tend to underproduce them.

- Externalities: Costs or benefits that spill over to third parties, necessitating government
intervention to correct market failures. For example, pollution imposes costs on society that private
firms may not account for.

They argued that appropriate government action can improve overall welfare by internalizing
externalities and ensuring the provision of public goods.

Taxation and Redistribution

Brown and Jackson emphasized the importance of a balanced tax system designed to:
- Fund public services efficiently.
- Promote income redistribution to reduce inequality.

- Maintain incentives for economic productivity.

They discussed progressive taxation as a tool for achieving social equity, while also cautioning
against excessive taxation that could hinder economic growth.

Public Expenditure and Budgeting

Their work underscores the significance of strategic public expenditure, including:
- Infrastructure development.
- Education and healthcare.

- Social safety nets.

Effective budgeting, they argued, requires transparent prioritization and sustainability to prevent
fiscal crises.

Practical Applications and Policy Implications
Fiscal Policy Design

Brown and Jackson?s principles guide governments in designing fiscal policies that balance growth
and equity:



Brown And Jackson Public Sector Economics Tutorial Vol. 2021, Issue 11

- Countercyclical Spending: Increasing public expenditure during downturns to stimulate demand.
- Tax Reforms: Adjusting tax brackets and rates to optimize revenue without discouraging
investment.
- Debt Management: Maintaining sustainable debt levels to avoid future financial instability.
Public Sector Efficiency
Their framework advocates for:
- Public-Private Partnerships: Leveraging private sector efficiencies in delivering public services.
- Decentralization: Empowering local governments for tailored policy responses.
- Performance Measurement: Using data-driven metrics to improve service delivery.
Addressing Contemporary Challenges
In the modern context, Brown and Jackson?s theories inform responses to:
- Income Inequality: Implementing redistributive policies.
- Climate Change: Correcting externalities through carbon pricing and regulation.
- Technological Disruption: Funding workforce retraining and innovation initiatives.
Critiques and Contemporary Debates
While Brown and Jackson?s contributions are influential, they are not without critics:
- Fiscal Austerity vs. Expansion: Debates over the optimal level of government spending,
especially in times of economic crisis.
- Tax Burden: Concerns about high taxes discouraging enterprise and innovation.
- Efficiency of Public Spending: Questions about government capacity to effectively allocate

resources.

Modern policymakers continue to adapt their principles, integrating new economic insights and
technological advances.

The Relevance of Brown and Jackson Today

In an era marked by rapid economic change, their foundational ideas remain highly relevant:
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- Globalization: Governments must navigate complex international economic landscapes while
managing domestic social policies.

- Digital Economy: The rise of digital services challenges traditional taxation and regulation
frameworks.

- Sustainability Goals: Public sector economics are central to addressing climate change and
sustainable development.

By blending economic efficiency with social justice, Brown and Jackson?s theories provide a robust
blueprint for contemporary governance.

Conclusion

Brown and Jackson Public Sector Economics offer a nuanced understanding of the role of
government in managing economic activity for societal benefit. Their emphasis on public goods,
externalities, taxation, and fiscal responsibility continues to influence policy debates and economic
planning worldwide. As governments face mounting challenges?from inequality to environmental
crises?their principles serve as a vital guide for designing effective, equitable, and sustainable public
policies. Whether through reforming tax systems, investing in infrastructure, or addressing
externalities, the insights derived from Brown and Jackson?s work remain an essential part of the
public sector economist?s toolkit, shaping the future of governance and societal progress.

QuestionAnswer What are the key contributions of Brown and Jackson to public sector
economics? Brown and Jackson are renowned for their comprehensive analysis of public finance,
particularly their work on fiscal policy, government intervention, and the economic impact of public
sector decisions. Their research emphasizes the importance of efficient resource allocation and
sustainable public spending. How do Brown and Jackson's theories influence current public sector
economic policies? Their theories advocate for evidence-based policymaking, highlighting the need
for transparency and efficiency in government spending. These ideas have shaped modern
approaches to taxation, public goods provision, and fiscal responsibility in the public sector. In what
ways do Brown and Jackson address the challenges of public sector budgeting? Brown and
Jackson explore issues such as budget deficits, resource allocation, and the trade-offs between
public expenditure and fiscal sustainability. They propose frameworks for optimizing budget
decisions to balance social needs with economic stability. What role do Brown and Jackson see for
government intervention in the economy? They argue that government intervention is crucial in
correcting market failures, providing public goods, and promoting economic equity. Their work
underscores the importance of strategic public sector involvement to foster sustainable growth. Are
Brown and Jackson's insights relevant to current debates on public sector reform? Yes, their
insights remain highly relevant, especially in discussions on tax reforms, public service efficiency,
and managing public debt. Their research provides a foundational understanding for policymakers
seeking effective and equitable public sector reforms.



Brown And Jackson Public Sector Economics Tutorial Vol. 2021, Issue 11

Related keywords: public sector economics, brown and jackson, public finance, government
economics, public policy, public administration, taxation, public expenditure, economic theory,
government budgeting

meaning nature and scope of public administration

Meaning, Nature, and Scope of Public Administration

Public administration is a vital discipline that plays a crucial role in the functioning of governments
and the delivery of public services. It serves as the backbone of the administrative machinery that
implements policies, manages resources, and ensures the well-being of citizens. Understanding the
meaning, nature, and scope of public administration is essential for comprehending how
governments operate and how public policies translate into tangible benefits for society.

Introduction to Public Administration

Public administration encompasses the organized activities involved in implementing government
policies and programs. It bridges the gap between political decisions and their execution, ensuring
that public objectives are achieved efficiently and effectively. As a multidisciplinary field, public
administration draws from political science, management, sociology, economics, and law to
formulate systems that facilitate good governance.

Meaning of Public Administration
Definition and Perspectives

The term 'public administration' refers to the implementation of government policies and the
management of public agencies. It is fundamentally concerned with the organization, direction, and
control of government activities. Various scholars have offered definitions that highlight different
facets of public administration:

- Woodrow Wilson (1887): "Public administration is detailed and systematic execution of public
law." He emphasized the administrative aspect of government as distinct from politics.

- Luther Gulick (1937): "Public administration is the executive arm of government which
translates policies into actions."

- W. F. Willoughby (1927): "Public administration is the art and science of management as
applied to the administrative affairs of government.”
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Key Elements of Public Administration

Based on these definitions, the core elements of public administration include:

- Implementation of laws and policies

- Management of public resources and services
- Organization of government agencies

- Decision-making and policy formulation

- Accountability and transparency in governance

Nature of Public Administration
Characteristics of Public Administration

The nature of public administration is shaped by its distinct features, which set it apart from private
management and other fields. The key characteristics include:

- Public Service Orientation: Its primary goal is to serve the public interest and promote welfare.

- Political Neutrality: Administrators are expected to implement policies without bias or partisan
influence.

- Legal Framework: Public administration operates within a framework of laws, regulations, and

procedures.
- Accountability and Responsibility: It is accountable to elected representatives and the public.
- Complexity and Diversity: It manages a wide range of services across different sectors, often
involving complex organizational structures.

Distinctive Features of Public Administration
Compared to private management, public administration exhibits unique features such as:
- Focus on public interest rather than profit
- Decision-making influenced by political considerations
- Greater emphasis on accountability, transparency, and fairness
- Adherence to legal and constitutional boundaries

Evolution of the Nature of Public Administration

The nature of public administration has evolved over time, reflecting changes in governance,
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technology, and societal expectations. From the traditional 'Rule of Law' approach to the modern
emphasis on Good Governance and New Public Management, its characteristics continue to adapt.

Scope of Public Administration
Areas Covered by Public Administration

The scope of public administration is broad and encompasses various functions and activities
essential for effective governance. These include:

- Administrative Functions: Organization, staffing, budgeting, and management of public
agencies.

- Policy Formulation and Implementation: Developing policies and ensuring their execution.

- Financial Administration: Budgeting, accounting, and financial management of public funds.

- Personnel Administration: Recruitment, training, and management of civil servants.

- Development Administration: Planning and executing development projects for economic and
social progress.

- Public Relations and Communication: Maintaining transparency and engaging with citizens.

Scope in Different Contexts

The scope of public administration varies depending on the country, administrative system, and level
of government (central, state, local). It also includes:

- Urban and Rural Administration: Managing city governance and rural development programs.

- International Public Administration: Managing international organizations, diplomacy, and
global issues.

- Non-Governmental Public Administration: Involvement of NGOs, private-public partnerships,
and civil society organizations.

Modern Dimensions of Scope

In the contemporary context, the scope of public administration has expanded to include:
- Digital Governance and E-Governance
- Environmental Management and Sustainability

- Public Policy Analysis and Evaluation
- Social Justice and Inclusive Development
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- Smart Cities and Urban Planning

Conclusion

The meaning, nature, and scope of public administration collectively form the foundation for
understanding how governments serve the public. Its significance lies in efficient policy
implementation, resource management, and promoting the overall development of society. As the
world advances technologically and socially, the scope of public administration continues to
broaden, encompassing new challenges and opportunities for effective governance. Recognizing its
characteristics and areas of influence helps in fostering transparent, accountable, and responsive
administrative systems that are vital for sustainable development and good governance.

Meaning, Nature, and Scope of Public Administration

Public administration is a vital discipline that plays a crucial role in shaping the functioning of
government and society at large. It bridges the gap between political ideologies and practical
governance, ensuring policies are implemented effectively and public interests are served efficiently.
To fully appreciate its significance, it is essential to understand its meaning, core nature, and the
expansive scope it encompasses.

Understanding the Meaning of Public Administration

Public administration can be understood through various perspectives, each highlighting different
facets of the discipline. At its core, it is the art and science of managing public programs and
implementing government policies.

Definitions and Interpretations

- Traditional View: Public administration is the implementation of government policies and the
management of public agencies. It involves organizing, directing, and controlling government
operations to serve the public interest.

- Modern View: It is the study and practice of how government policies are formulated and
executed, emphasizing efficiency, accountability, and responsiveness to citizens? needs.

- Key Definitions:
- Woodrow Wilson (1887): "Public administration is detailed and systematic execution of public
law."
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- Luther Gulick (1937): "Public administration is the organization of men and machines so that the
current needs of society may be satisfied with the least possible waste."

- Shafritz and Russell: "Public administration is the implementation of government policy, or, more
broadly, the management of public affairs."

Core Elements in the Meaning of Public Administration

- Implementation of Policies: Turning legislative acts into actionable programs.

- Management of Public Resources: Ensuring efficient utilization of financial, human, and material
resources.

- Service Delivery: Providing essential services such as health, education, transportation, and
welfare.

- Accountability and Transparency: Ensuring government actions are open to scrutiny and
responsible to the public.

- Legal Framework: Operating within the boundaries of laws, regulations, and ethical standards.

Nature of Public Administration

Understanding its nature helps delineate what public administration truly involves and how it differs
from other disciplines like business management.

Characteristics of Public Administration

- Public Interest Focus: Unlike private management, public administration prioritizes serving the
collective good.

- Political and Administrative Interface: It operates at the intersection of politics and
administration, often influencing and being influenced by political processes.

- Legal and Ethical Constraints: It functions within a legal framework and adheres to ethical
standards, ensuring fairness and justice.

- Decision-Making in Uncertainty: It often deals with complex, uncertain, and conflicting interests,
requiring judicious decision-making.

- Accountability and Responsibility: Public administrators are accountable to elected
representatives and the public.

Distinctive Features of Public Administration

- Non-Profit Orientation: The primary goal is service rather than profit.
- Bureaucratic Structure: It often involves hierarchical and procedural structures designed for
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stability and consistency.
- Public Service Motivation: Employees are motivated by a desire to serve society rather than
personal gain.
- Complexity and Diversity: It handles diverse functions across various sectors such as health,
defense, education, and welfare.
Differences from Private Management
| Aspect | Public Administration | Private Management |
R oo |
| Goal | Public service and social welfare | Profit maximization |
| Accountability | To the public, elected representatives | To shareholders and owners |
| Legal framework | Governed by laws, regulations | Governed by market forces and private laws |
| Resource focus | Public resources | Private capital |

Scope of Public Administration

The scope of public administration is vast and multifaceted, reflecting the extensive role it plays in
governance and society.

Functional Scope

- Policy Formulation and Planning

- Setting goals and objectives for government programs.
- Developing strategies for socio-economic development.

- Organizational Management

- Structuring government departments and agencies.
- Staffing, delegation, and coordination among various units.
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- Financial Administration

- Budgeting, accounting, and financial control.
- Ensuring judicious use of public funds.

- Personnel Administration

- Recruitment, training, and development of civil servants.
- Maintaining discipline and motivation within public services.

- Public Relations and Communication

- Engaging with citizens and other stakeholders.
- Promoting transparency and accountability.

- Implementation of Laws and Policies

- Ensuring laws and policies are executed effectively at all levels.

- Development Administration

- Focusing on socio-economic development projects.

- Addressing issues of poverty, health, education, and infrastructure.

Institutional Scope

- Covering various government agencies, ministries, local bodies, and public enterprises.

- Overseeing institutions like police, judiciary, public health, and educational bodies.

Geographical and Demographic Scope
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- Operating across different levels of government: central, state, regional, and local.
- Addressing the needs of diverse populations, including marginalized and vulnerable groups.

Contemporary Expansions in Scope

- Globalization: Managing transnational issues like climate change, international trade, and
security.

- E-Governance: Incorporating digital technologies for better service delivery.

- Sustainable Development: Integrating environmental concerns into policy and administration.

- Public-Private Partnerships: Collaborating with private entities for infrastructure and service
projects.

- Crisis Management: Handling emergencies like pandemics, natural disasters, and security
threats.

Deep Dive into Key Aspects of Public Administration
Role of Public Administration in Governance

Public administration is integral to governance, facilitating the translation of policies into tangible
services. It ensures that governments are accountable and responsive to the citizens' needs.

- Policy Implementation: Effective execution of policies determines their success or failure.

- Service Delivery: Public administration ensures the provision of essential services, improving
quality of life.

- Regulation and Control: It enforces laws and regulations to maintain social order.

- Social Equity: Strives to reduce disparities and promote social justice through targeted
programs.

Challenges and Emerging Trends

- Corruption and Bureaucratic Red Tape: Addressing inefficiencies and unethical practices.

- Technological Integration: Leveraging ICT to improve transparency, efficiency, and citizen
participation.

- Decentralization: Empowering local bodies for better governance.

- Inclusiveness: Ensuring marginalized groups are represented and served.

- Environmental Sustainability: Incorporating ecological considerations into policy-making.

Public Administration and Political System
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While closely linked with politics, public administration maintains an apolitical stance in its
operational functions. It provides continuity and stability, even as political leadership changes.

- Policy vs. Implementation: Politics formulates policies; administration implements them.

- Neutrality: Civil servants operate without political bias.

- Accountability Mechanisms: Administrative decisions are subject to legal and procedural
checks.

Relevance of Public Administration in Contemporary Society

In a rapidly changing world, public administration remains crucial for:

- Managing complex socio-economic challenges.

- Promoting sustainable development.

- Facilitating democratic participation.

- Ensuring effective disaster and emergency management.
- Enhancing transparency and combating corruption.

Conclusion

Public administration is a dynamic, multifaceted discipline essential for the smooth functioning of
modern governments. Its meaning encapsulates the implementation of policies, management of
public resources, and delivery of services, all aimed at serving the collective interest. Its nature
reflects its unique characteristics?public service orientation, legal and ethical constraints, and its
interface with politics?distinguishing it from private management.

The scope of public administration is extensive, covering policy formulation, organizational
management, financial oversight, personnel administration, and more. As society evolves, so does
the field, embracing technological advancements, globalization, and the imperatives of sustainable
development.

Understanding the depth and breadth of public administration is vital for anyone involved in
governance, policy-making, or public service. It underscores the importance of integrity, efficiency,
and responsiveness in managing the complex tapestry of societal needs. As challenges grow and
societies become more interconnected, the role of public administration becomes even more critical
in fostering equitable, transparent, and effective governance systems worldwide.

QuestionAnswer What is the meaning of public administration? Public administration refers to the
implementation of government policies, management of public agencies, and the provision of public
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services to citizens. It involves organizing, directing, and controlling government operations to
achieve societal goals. How is the scope of public administration defined? The scope of public
administration includes policy formulation, decision-making, implementation of government
programs, financial management, human resource management, and ensuring accountability in
public service delivery. It covers all activities related to managing public affairs. What is the
significance of understanding the nature of public administration? Understanding the nature of public
administration helps in recognizing its role as a field that combines principles of management,
politics, and law. It aids in improving efficiency, transparency, and responsiveness of government
institutions. In what ways does public administration differ from private management? Public
administration differs from private management primarily in its objectives?public administration aims
to serve the public interest and ensure social equity, whereas private management focuses on profit
maximization. Additionally, public administration is subject to greater accountability and
transparency requirements. Why is the scope of public administration considered dynamic? The
scope of public administration is considered dynamic because it evolves with societal changes,
technological advancements, and shifting governance needs, expanding to include new areas such
as e-governance, public policy analysis, and global cooperation. What are the main functions of
public administration? The main functions of public administration include policy formulation, policy
implementation, service delivery, regulation, and public resource management, all aimed at
promoting the welfare of society and ensuring good governance.
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